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ground that the consecrated elements actually are,
by a change of substance, that which an image
can never be, namely, the very Body and Blood of
Christ. The controversialists of the time would
certainly have brought out, in one form or another,
this vital point,, if they had held it or even had
only heard of it.

The controversy about images is so entirely a part
of general Church History, that our mention of it
must be only in relation to the part which Alcuin
played in it. In the year 754 a Council at Con-
stantinople had decreed the abolition of images, and
this decree was carried out with terrible cruelty
towards those who defended the images. In the
year 787 a Council was held at Nicaea to re-establish
the use of images of the Saviour and the Blessed
Virgin, of angels and of saints, whether in painting
or in mosaic or in any other suitable material, as
objects of reverence, not as objects of that worship
which is due to God alone. This decision restored
peace between the East, which had previously con-
demned images, and the West, which had retained
their use. The Pope, Adrian, sent the decrees to
Karl, no doubt expecting that he would accept
them. It was never quite safe to expect that Karl
would do what he was expected to do.

The subject was not a new one among the
Franks. They had held a mixed assembly of clergy
and laity under Karl's father in 767. There were
present representatives of the then Pope, Paul I,
and the iconoclast Emperor Constantine; and it is
supposed that the decision, which is not recorded,
was in accordance with the national feeling. That
national feeling was guided by abhorrence of the